Attorney Docket No. P18216-US1 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 
1-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a node (20) of a 
telecommunications network which prepares network system information for 
transmission across an air interface (32) to a user equipment unit (30), the system 
information including a system information block type which is included in protocol 
blocks, the protocol blocks being a system information block (112) and a referencing 
block (440), the referencing block (440) being one or both of a master information block 
and a scheduling block, the protocol blocks in which the system information is included 
having a system information block type field which includes a system information block 
type value which corresponds to the system information block type, the system 
information block (112) comprising one or more segments, charact e riz e d i n that th e 
m e thod compr i s e s: comprising the steps of: 

including a first system information block type extension indicator in the system 
information block type field of the referencing block (440) when the system information 
block type for a system information block (442) referenced by the referencing block 
(440) does not have a system information block type value in a nominal range of system 
information block type values; 

including a first system information block type extension field (420) in the 
referencing block (110) ; 

including in the first system information block type extension field (120) a system 
information block type extension value which indicates a system information block type 
for the system information block (442) referenced by the referencing block (440) ; and 
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including a second system information block type extension indicator in the 
system information block type field (44§) of a segment of the system information block 
(112) referenced by the referencing block (440). 

9. (Currently Amended) Th e nod e of c l aim 8, whoro i n th e method The method 
of claim 8 further comprises the steps of : 

including a second system information block type extension field (122) in the 
segment of the system information block (443) referenced by the referencing block 
(440); and 

including in the second system information block type extension field (422) the 
system information block type extension value which indicates the system information 
block type for the system information block (442) referenced by the referencing block 
(440). 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of 
including the second system information block type extension field (122) in a data field 
of the segment. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the protocol blocks belong to a 
Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, and wherein the system information block type 
extension field occupies three bits of the data field of the segment. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the protocol blocks 
belong to a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, wherein the referencing block 
(110) is a master information block, and wherein the system information block type field 
for the master information block is an "SIB and SB type" information element. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the protocol blocks 
belong to a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, wherein the referencing block 
(110) is a scheduling block, and wherein the system information block type field for the 
scheduling information block is an "SIB type SIBS only" information element. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the protocol blocks 
belong to a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, and wherein in the system 
information block (442) the system information block type field includes a "SIB Type" 
information element. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A usor oqu i pmont un i t (30) wh i ch rec e iv e s A method 
for receiving network system information transmitted across an air interface (32) from a 
network node at a user equipment unit (2§), the system information including a system 
information block type which is included in protocol blocks, the protocol blocks being a 
system information block (442) and a referencing block (440), the protocol blocks in 
which the system information is included having a system information block type field 
which includes a system information block type value which corresponds to the system 
information block type, the system information block (442) comprising one or more 
segments, charact o r i zod in that tho usor equipment un i t (30) i nc l udes comprising the 
steps of: 

a system i nformat i on proc e ss i ng funct i on which i s arrang e d to: 

r e cogn i z e recognizing a first system information block type extension indicator in 
the system information block type field of the referencing block (440) when the system 
information block type for a system information block (112) referenced by the 
referencing block (110) does not have a system information block type value in a 
nominal range of system information block type values ; 

locat e locating a first system information block type extension field (120) in the 
referencing block (110) ; 

obta i n obtaining f rom the first system information block type extension field (120) 
a system information block type extension value which indicates a system information 
block type for the system information block (442) referenced by the referencing block 
mm : and 

r e cogn i z e recognizing a second system information block type extension 
indicator in the system information block type field (116) of a segment of the system 
information block (112) referenced by the referencing block (110) . 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) Th e usor e qu i pment un i t (30) of cla i m 15, whoro i n th e 
syst e m i nformat i on process i ng function is further arranged to: The method of Claim 15 
further comprising the steps of: 

l ocat e locating a second system information block type extension field (122) in 
the segment of the system information block referenced by the referencing block (110) ; 
and 

obtain obtaining from the second system information block type extension field 
(432) the system information block type extension value which indicates the system 
information block type for the system information block (442) referenced by the 
referencing block (110) . 

17-30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Currently Amended) A m e thod of operat i ng a t e lecommunicat i ons network 
wh i ch prepares network syst e m informat i on for transm i ss i on across an a i r i nt e rfac e (32) 
to a usor equ i pment un i t (30), th e system i nformation i nclud i ng a syst o m i nformat i on 
block typ e which i s includ e d i n protoco l b l ocks, tho protocol b l ocks b oi ng a syst e m 
informat i on b l ock (112) and a r o f o r o ncing b l ock (110) , charact e riz e d i n that the method 
compr i s e s: The method of Claim 8 comprising the step of: 

i nclud i ng, i n a syst e m i nformat i on block typ e fie l d (116) of a syst e m i nformation 
block (112) r o f o renc e d by a ref e r e ncing b l ock (110), a systom i nformat i on b l ock typ e 
va l u e ; 

including in the referencing block (440) a code set identifier which identifies a 
selected one of plural code sets for use in interpreting the system information block type 
value included in the system information block type field (44€) of the system information 
block (442) referenced by the referencing block (440). 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31 , wherein 
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a first value for the code set identifier requires that the system information block 
type value be interpreted in accordance with a range of nominal system information 
block type values for a predetermined protocol; and 

a second value for the code set identifier requires that the system information 
block type value be interpreted in accordance with a range of extended system 
information block type values, the extended system information block type values being 
outside the range of nominal system information block type values. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 31, further comprising including 
the code set identifier in an extension field of the referencing block (440). 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 31 , further comprising formatting 
the system information block and the referencing block (440) in accordance with a 
predetermined protocol. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the predetermined protocol is a 
Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol. 

36-38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A usor equipment unit (30) wh i ch rec e iv e s n e twork 
system informat i on transm i tt e d across an air i nterface (32) from a network nod e (26), 
th e syst e m i nformat i on i nclud i ng a system i nformation block typ o wh i ch is i nclud e d in 
protocol b l ocks, tho protoco l b l ocks b ei ng a system i nformat i on b l ock (112) and a 
r e f e r e ncing b l ock (110), charact e r i z e d i n that th e us e r e quipm e nt un i t (30) i nclud e s The 
method of claim 15, further comprising the steps of: 

a syst e m informat i on proc e ss i ng function wh i ch i s arrang e d to: 
obtain, from a system i nformat i on block typo fi el d (116) of a system i nformat i on 
b l ock (112) roforonced by a r e f e r e nc i ng block (110), a system i nformat i on block typ e 
va l u e ; 
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obtaining ebtam, from the referencing block (440), a code set identifier which 
identifies a selected one of plural code sets; and 

use using t he selected one of the plural code sets for interpreting the system 
information block type value included in the system information block type field (446) of 
the system information block (442) referenced by the referencing block (440). 

40. (Currently Amended) The us e r e qu i pment unit (30) The method of claim 39, 
wherein 

a first value for the code set identifier requires that the system information block 
type value be interpreted in accordance with a range of nominal system information 
block type values for a predetermined protocol; and 

a second value for the code set identifier requires that the system information 
block type value be interpreted in accordance with a range of extended system 
information block type values, the extended system information block type values being 
outside the range of nominal system information block type values. 

41. (Currently Amended) Th e us e r e qu i pm e nt un i t (30) The method of claim 39, 
wh e r ei n th e syst e m informat i on proc e ssing funct i on is furth e r arrang e d to obta i n 
obtaining the code set identifier from an extension field of the referencing block (440). 

42. (Currently Amended) Th o user e qu i pment un i t (30) of c l a i m 39, whoroin th e 
oystom i nformat i on procoss i ng function i s furth e r arranged to deformat The method of 
claim 39 deformating t he system information block (4424 and the referencing block (440) 
in accordance with a predetermined protocol. 

43. (Currently Amended) Tho us e r e qu i pm e nt unit (30) The method of claim 42, 
wherein the predetermined protocol is a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol. 

44. (Currently Amended) The us e r e qu i pm e nt un i t (30) The method of claim 39, 
wherein the protocol blocks belong to a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, and 
wherein the referencing block (440) is a master information block, and wherein the 
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system information block type field for the master information block is an "SIB and SB 
type" information element. 

45. (Currently Amended) Tho user e qu i pment un i t (30) The method of claim 39, 
wherein the protocol blocks belong to a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, and 
wherein the referencing block (440) is a scheduling block, and wherein the system 
information block type field for the scheduling information block is an "SIB type SIBS 
only" information element. 

46. (Currently Amended) Th o user e qu i pm e nt un i t (30) The method of claim 39, 
wherein the protocol blocks belong to a Radio Resource Control (RRC) protocol, and 
wherein in the system information block (442) the system information block type field 
includes a "SIB Type" information element. 

47. (New) A user equipment unit which receives network system information 
transmitted across an air interface from a network node, the system information 
including a system information block type which is included in protocol blocks, the 
protocol blocks being a system information block and a referencing block, the protocol 
blocks in which the system information is included having a system information block 
type field which includes a system information block type value which corresponds to 
the system information block type, the system information block including one or more 
segments, comprising: 

means for recognizing a first system information block type extension indicator in 
the system information block type field of the referencing block when the system 
information block type for a system information block referenced by the referencing 
block does not have a system information block type value in a nominal range of system 
information block type values; 

means for locating a first system information block type extension field in the 
referencing block; 
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means for obtaining from the first system information block type extension field a 
system information block type extension value which indicates a system information 
block type for the system information block referenced by the referencing block; and 

means for recognizing a second system information block type extension 
indicator in the system information block type field of a segment of the system 
information block referenced by the referencing block. 

48. (New) The user equipment unit of Claim 48 further comprising: 

means for locating a second system information block type extension field in the 
segment of the system information block referenced by the referencing block; and 

means for obtaining from the second system information block type extension 
field the system information block type extension value which indicates the system 
information block type for the system information block referenced by the referencing 
block. 

49. (New) The user equipment unit of Claim 48 further comprising: 

means for obtaining, from the referencing block, a code set identifier which 
identifies a selected one of plural code sets; and 

means for using the selected one of the plural code sets for interpreting the 
system information block type value included in the system information block type field 
of the system information block referenced by the referencing block. 

50. (New) The user equipment unit of Claim 49, wherein 

a first value for the code set identifier requires that the system information block 
type value be interpreted in accordance with a range of nominal system information 
block type values for a predetermined protocol; and 

a second value for the code set identifier requires that the system information 
block type value be interpreted in accordance with a range of extended system 
information block type values, the extended system information block type values being 
outside the range of nominal system information block type values. 
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51. (New) A method for communicating network system information across an air 
interface between a network node and a user equipment unit, the system information 
including a system information block type which is included in protocol blocks, the 
protocol blocks being a system information block and a referencing block, the protocol 
blocks in which the system information is included having a system information block 
type field which includes a system information block type value which corresponds to 
the system information block type, the system information block comprising one or more 
segments, comprising the steps of: 

including a first system information block type extension indicator in the system 
information block type field of the referencing block when the system information block 
type for a system information block referenced by the referencing block does not have a 
system information block type value in a nominal range of system information block type 
values; 

including a first system information block type extension field in the referencing 

block; 

including in the first system information block type extension field a system 
information block type extension value which indicates a system information block type 
for the system information block referenced by the referencing block; 

including a second system information block type extension indicator in the 
system information block type field of a segment of the system information block 
referenced by the referencing block; 

transmitting the referencing block and the system information block from the 
network node to the user equipment unit; 

recognizing that said first system information block type extension indicator in the 
system information block type field of the received referencing block when the system 
information block type for a system information block referenced by the referencing 
block does not have a system information block type value in the nominal range of 
system information block type values ; 

locating said first system information block type extension field in the referencing 

block; 
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obtaining from the first system information block type extension field the system 
information block type extension value which indicates the system information block 
type for the system information block referenced by the referencing block; and 

recognizing the second system information block type extension indicator in the 
system information block type field of a segment of the system information block 
referenced by the referencing block. 
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